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James Robertson Baird was born Juiy 18, 
1860 in Glasgow, Renfrewshire, Scotland, a 
son of John and Elizabeth Marshall Baird. 
He_married Elizabeth Jessie Phillips on Nov. 
29, 1884. She was born in Tipton, England, 
Aug. 29, 1865, a daughter of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Nash Phillips. Their seven chil- 
dren included Thomas James, Vernor Edwin, 
John Marshall, Florence Ellen, William 
Harry, Josie and Evelyn. J. R. died Aug. 
30, 1924 and Jessie died Feb. 3, 1938. 

As a boy, J. R. worked with his father 
and brothers on the Baird Ranch in Lake 
Creek. Later he bought out his father and 
brothers and expanded the sheep business. 

While fighting a forest fire in August of 
1924 J. R. was caught in the flames and 
killed when a flaming tree fell on him. 
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James Robertson Baird was born July 18, 
1860 in Glasgow, Renfrewshire, Scotland, a 
son of John and Elizabeth Marshall Baird. 
He married Elizabeth Jessie Phillips on Nov. 
29, 1884. She was born in Tipton, England, 
Aug. 29, 1865, a daughter of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Nash Phillips. Their seven chil- 
dren included Thomas James, Vernor Edwin, 
John Marshall, Florence Ellen, Wiliam 
Harry, Josie and Evelyn. J. R. died Aug. 
30, 1924 and Jessie died Feb. 3, 1938. 

As a boy, J. R. worked with his father 
and brothers on the Baird Ranch in Lake 
Creek. Later he bought out his father and 
brothers and expanded the sheep business. 

While fighting a forest fire in August of 
1924 J. R. was caught in the flames and 
killed when a flaming tree Aaa on him. 
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A home built from red sandstone by Thomas Phillips in the eariy days of the Lake Creek 
area. This photograph was taken of the home in 1910. 


the homes in Center Creek, Lake Creek, Heber and even in Salt Lake City. 
Some of the buildings constructed of the stone were the Stake House 
and County Court House, the jail and the Central and North Schools, 
all in Heber. The sand stone was also used for sidewalks and for lining 
graves. 

Lake Creek settlers also had their irrigation water problems as the 
population began to grow, and on May 2, 1888 the farmers of the area 
met to formulate plans for an irrigation company. An organizing com- 
mittee was formed with Robert Broadhead as chairman and Robert Clegg 
as secretary. By July 6, 1888 the company organization was ready and 
Mr. Broadhead was elected as the first president. Wiliam Lindsay was 
named secretary with Henry Chatwin as treasurer and John Lee and 
Henry Clegg as directors. 

First stockholders in the company were Henry Clegg, Robert Broad- 
head, John Lee, Henry Chatwin, James Nash, Elizabeth Nash, a Mrs. 
Phillips. John Baird, William Baird, James Baird, Robert and William 
Lindsay. Milton and William Murdoch, Orson Lee, Abram Hatch, Bengt 
Peterson, Mrs. Elisha Jones, Richard Jones, Thomas Campbell, William 
Blake, Mrs. William Cole, Eric Erickson, William Priestly, John Lloyd, 
Nels and Ludwig Anderson, Thomas and William Clegg, William Davis. 
Rasmus Miller, Rasmus Anderson and Charles W. Giles. 


For several years the Lake Creek settlement continued, and sepa- 
rate school and church organizations were developed. However, it was 
gradually assimilated into the Center Creek development and became part 
of that community. 

Industry in Center Creek has largely centered around farming. 
However, one of the first sawmills in the valley was constructed in Center 
Creek Canyon by Henry McMullin, William M. Wall and James Adams. 

A general store was opened by William Baxter, who also operated 
a creamery. He bought milk from the farmers, made it into butter and 
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